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SUBJECT:     "Community  Canning  Centers"    Information  from  the  Cffice  of  Marketing 
Services,  War  Food  Administration 

A  resident  of  Wisconsin  Rapids  was  living  in  Florida  last  year  and  did  some 
canning  in  a  community  center  down  there.    He  was  so  sold  on  the  idea  that  when  he 
went  "back  to  his  northern  home  he  sold  the  folks  there  on  the  wonderful  advantages 
of  a  canning  center. 

Most  families,  he  pointed  out,  would  like  to  can  more  food  than  they  do,  hut 
aSs^ahfiJsandtixa^ed b'y  the  lack  of  the  right  equipment.    Folks  would  raise  more  food 
if  they  knew  for  sure  they  could  can  it  satisfactorily,  he  said.    More  canned  fruits 
and  vegetahles  on  the  shelves  would  mean  healthier  families.    His  enthusiasm  was 
catching. . .and  when  the  people  in  a  community  want  something  they  usually  get  it. 

In  Wisconsin  Rapids  the  city  appropriated  $2000.    The  paper  mills  agreed  to 
furnish  the  steam  and  one  of  the  citizens  donated  the  space.    The  vocational  agri- 
culture teacher,  who  had  supervised  other  canning  centers,  gave  a  great  deal  of  time 
as  a  member  of  the  local  committee  that  planned  the  center.    Working  with  him  on  the 
committee  were  2  homemakers,  3  aldermen  and  the  city  clerk. 

When  the  center  was  ready,  the  committee  held  an  open  house,  inviting  every  one 
in  the  town  and  the  countryside  who  wanted  to  see  the  center  and  watch  a  demonstra- 
tion of  how  to  can  with  steam  operated  equipment.    The  large  first  floor  room  had  a 
hack  entrance  where  cars  could  drive  right  up  to  the  door  and  unload. .. then  park 
nearby  in  a  special  lot  for  the  patrons. 

The  walls,  woodwork  and  floors  were  painted  an  attractive  wine  color.  Every 

piece  of- equipment  was  carefully  arranged  in  its  place... so  the  work  could  proceed 

smoothly  from  the  preparation  of  the  vegetables  and  fruits,  through  the  packing  of 

the  cans,  their  sealing  and  processing. 
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